

April 27,2023
The regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the Township of Cranberry for April 27,2023 was called to order  at 7:00PM by Matt McSparren Chairman. Those in attendance were Matt McSparren, Bob Betzold, Fred Buckholtz, and Eric Heil (Township Manager).  Guests were recorded in the attendance book.  This meeting was recorded.
PUBLIC COMMENTS - None.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

· Fred Buckholtz made a motion to adopt the agenda, seconded by Bob Betzold, motion carried (Matt McSparren - yes, Bob Betzold – yes, Fred Buckholtz - yes).
1.  MINUTES
· Matt McSparren then asked for any additions or corrections to the minutes of the April 13,2023 meeting.  Bob Betzold made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Matt McSparren seconded, motion carried (Matt McSparren - yes, Bob Betzold – yes, Fred Buckholtz - yes).

2.  EXPENDITURES
· Fred Buckholtz made a motion to approve the expenditures, seconded by Matt McSparren motion carried (Matt McSparren - yes, Bob Betzold – yes, Fred Buckholtz - yes).
The regular meeting was recessed at 7:02PM to hold the following public hearings:

Public Hearing for Ordinance 266 of 2023 which will amend zoning for split zoned parcel no. 08,104.-049F.-000 to fully mixed use, and, amend Ordinance 255 of 2018 reducing the minimum lot size to .50 acres for non-residential uses in the mixed use district.  The hearing was opened by Matt McSparren with remarks then being given by Township Manager Eric Heil who provided a summary as follows:

1.  Scott Snow approached the township planning commission and attends meeting on January 16th, 2023, with desire to develop a market village similar to the one in Tionesta, PA, on his split zoned parcel along US 322. 

2. February 20th, 2023, this ordinance was presented to the TPC which was approved and moved along to the BOS. 

3. Public Hearing #1 was held February 23rd, 2023. Advertised on Feb 9th and 16th. 

4. As a result of PH #1, proposed ordinance was amended to increase from .3 to .5 acres and a second PH was scheduled for tonight. 

5. Proposed ordinance was sent to the VCPC March 2nd, 2023, for recommendation per the MPC. VCPC recommendation was read to the audience. 

6. Ordinance has been reviewed by township solicitor. 

7. This hearing and ensuing adoption vote was advertised April 13th and 20th, 2023. 

8. Neighboring property owners were notified by mail March 31st, 2023. 

9. Property was posted April 20th, 2023.  

Township residents in attendance were then allowed to ask questions or comment. Resident Ed Barrett asked if there was enough parking on the Snow parcel, it was explained that required parking was defined by the zoning code. Discussion occurred with several residents on this topic including the development desired to be undertaken by Mr. Snow, and the mixed use district. Mr. Snow participated also provided his input and details.  Resident Beth Reed then provided the supervisors with 2 photo arrays of drainage ditches and pipes, and then read a pre-written statement concerning the mixed use district, lot sizes across the township zoning districts, stormwater concerns, drainage ditch concerns, general stormwater concerns on or around US 322, SR 257, Salina Road, fairy gardens, driveway pipes, , and water run off around numerous areas, why a previous commercial building was present on a Snow property along US 322, and general comments about quality of life relating to living around commercial business. Further discussion occurred about parking along US 322 and if it would be permitted and how it would be enforced if it occurred, including how delivery trucks may park and deliver goods and how driveways would need to be permitted by PennDOT if constructed or altered, previous zoning in the current mixed use zoning. Resident Carol Gustafson commented about how sheds would be taxed and there was a discussion on that topic. Shelley Kuhns commented that the area needs new business to draw visitors and there was a discussion on this topic. Scott Snow then read a pre-written statement describing his desired project of the Cranberry Village Market. 

This public hearing ended at 7:40 PM and immediately moved to the next public hearing

Public Hearing for Ordinance 267 of 2023, Regulating the Keeping of Chickens in Cranberry Township. Township Manager Eric Heil provided a summary as follows:

1. Township resident calls in late summer of 2022 explaining that he has neighbors who are not keeping chickens on their own property. They are causing damage to his yard/landscaping, and roosters are crowing almost all day which disturbs him/family. There are no state laws regulating chickens. 

2. August 11th, 2023, resident attends BOS meeting and explains to the board the issues with chickens. BOS directs resident to TPC to explore possible ordinance. 
3. Resident attends TPC meeting on August 15th, 2023, expressing problems with chickens. 
4. Sept 2022-Feb 2023, TPC discusses an ordinance concerning chickens. 
5. Proposed ordinance is finalized by TWP and TPC on March 20th, 2023. Numerous other township chicken ordinances were examined. Most of those defined how many chickens could be kept, coop size and locations, no roosters, and many required permits to have chickens and other fowl. 
6. Proposed ordinance was examined by solicitor and found to be acceptable. 
7. This hearing and adoption vote was advertised on April 13th and 20th, 2023. 
The proposed ordinance and what it would regulate was explained to attendees. Township residents in attendance were then allowed to ask questions or comment.  A discussion occurred about where the ordinance would be applicable, and it’s requirements concerning chickens running at large and if rooster noise would be enforceable via the noise ordinance, the general comments about chicken behavior. Resident Ed Jordan explained his problems with a neighbor’s chickens and the noise from roosters, and there was some discussion on chickens running at large, and general confinement of fowl. 

This public hearing ended at 7:55 PM and the regular supervisors hearing was reconvened. 

3.  PERSONS/ITEMS ON THE AGENDA –

1. Vote on the adoption of ordinance 266 or 2023. There was discussion on tabling the vote, or holding the vote was discussed by the board and manager. Motion to adopt 266 of 2023 made by Matt McSparren, second by Fred Buckholtz. (Matt McSparren-yes, Bob Betzold-no, Fred Buckholtz-yes). Motion passed. 
2. Vote of the adoption of ordinance 267 of 2023. There was discussion on tabling the vote of holding the vote. Motion to adopt the ordinance made by Matt McSparren, and there was no second, therefore this ordinance and motion will need to be discussed at a later time. 
3. Diesel and Unleaded Fuel bid award. The results of the April 26th fuel bid opening was read. 3 bids were received as follows: American Naturals .1775 plus .05 winter additive for diesel, .1910 for unleaded; Bayless Fuels .159 plus .03 winter additive for diesel, .159 for unleaded; Reed Oil .12 plus .03 winter additive for diesel, .12 for unleaded. With Reed being the low bidder, motion to award contract to Reed made by Bob Betzold, seconded by Fred Buckholtz. (Matt McSparren-yes, Bob Betzold-yes, Fred Buckholtz-yes), motion passed. 
4. The board was informed that resident Tammy Flick had submitted a letter of interest for a position on the Township Planning Commission. Motion to appoint made by Bob Betzold, seconded by Matt McSparren. (Matt McSparren-yes, Bob Betzold-yes, Fred Buckholtz-yes), motion passed. 
4.  STAFF REPORTS – 
          Township Manger – Eric Heil explained to the board that he had met via zoom with the USACE and                PennDOT to show PennDOT the modeling completed during the flood study as it related to their                    bridges and culverts along Sage Run and Lower Two Mile Run. At PennDOT’s suggestion, the                      Northwest Commission and the County Planning Commission were contacted regarding having                     potential bridge projects placed the Long Range Transportation Plan and on the TIP. We had our annual         safety visit, and the rep was happy with the work completed such as our safety committee, safety                    equipment, and work done at the parks. Explained to the attendees that there will be future openings on          the zoning hearing board and planning commission and if residents wished to take an active role, they            were encouraged to submit a letter of interest. 

 5.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – 
         Resident John Erwin asked about the status of the Meadow Church Rd bridge, which was explained to           him and anticipated work and time frame. Zacherl Rd bridge is 23’9” and his discs are 24’4” and he’s            going through. It was explained that this is not a quick process, with some discussion occurring                      involving Michael Diebert. Ed Barrett asked about the Army Corps meeting. Ed Jorden asked questions          of Bob Betzold concerning the chicken ordinance and approval by planning commission, an ensuring             discussion occurred. Bob Boyer asked a question concerning groundwater along US 322 in the lower             part of Cranberry and a discussion occurred. Some further discussion occurred with Ed Jordan and                 chickens. 
6.  COMMENTS OF MEMBERS – NONE
   The next regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the Township of Cranberry will be May 11, 2023, at 10:30 AM. There being no further business, Fred Buckholtz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:35PM. Seconded by Matt McSparren. (Matt McSparren -yes, Bob Betzold-yes, Fred Buckholtz-yes)
ATTEST:
Eric Heil
Township Manager

